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Over the span of three days, roughly 90 junior and senior high school students, from all over Hokkaido and as
far away as Kobe, gathered at Ritsumeikan Keisho Junior and Senior High School to deepen their knowledge in
the fields of science and math. In addition to studying new subjects in fields they already love, they made new
friendships that will last a lifetime.

Compared with the wonderful summer camp we held in August, this time on opening day, we held an informal
welcome party for visiting professors, teachers, observers, and students to talk freely and openly. What I had
thought was going to be professors and teachers on one side and students on the other couldn’t have been
further from the truth. Students were quite eager to discuss various topics with some of the brightest minds in
the fields relating to the math and science Olympics, and were especially eager to find better ways to study
various subjects. Furthermore, students were able to get “life advice” about a range of topics that they were
interested in such as how to study subjects they hate, why people fell in love with their partner, and in my case,
why I even came to Japan.

As a junior and senior high school teacher myself, I found it wonderful to see them concentrating so intently and
deeply for each 90 minute lecture. Throughout the normal school year, many students have difficulties
concentrating for even fifty minutes, yet this was almost double the time of normal classes yet the junior high
school students I observed handled it with ease. What a pleasure to see students enjoying learning for the sake
of learning.

I often get questions like “will this be on the final exam?” or “how many points is this worth on the exam?” but
life just isn’t about points on a test. Life is about learning, and nurturing a lifelong-learning desire in students is
one of the greatest things we can accomplish. Additionally, nurturing curiosity in students is another vital
aspect that will be useful in their lives. It is this natural curiosity and lifelong learning in these junior and senior
high school students that will produce the next Edison or Einstein in the fields of science and math. I hope they

will reflect over the various things they learned over these three days, and try to apply them in their future.
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